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1. Cheetahs 
 Supreme Court has now allowed to initiate the re-introduction of foreign Cheetahs (African 

Cheetahs) from Namibia into the Indian habitat i.e (Palpur Kuno sanctuary in Madhya 
Pradesh) on an experimental basis.  

 In 1952, the Asiatic Cheetah was officially declared extinct from India. 
 African Cheetah- IUCN status Vulnerable 

o Asiatic Cheetah 
 IUCN Status: Critically Endangered. 
 CITES status: Appendix-I of the List. 
 40-50 found only in Iran. 
 Physical Characteristics: Smaller and paler than the African cheetah. Has 

more fur, a smaller head and a longer neck. Usually have red eyes and they 
have a more cat-like appearance. 

o African Cheetah 
 IUCN Status:  Vulnerable 
 CITES status: Appendix-I of the List. This List comprises of migratory species 

that have been assessed as being in danger of extinction throughout all or a 
significant portion of their range. 

 Habitat: Around 6,500-7,000 African cheetahs present in the wild. 
 Physical Characteristics: Bigger in size as compared to Asiatic Cheetah. 

 
2. Geographical Indication (GI): 
 GIs have been defined under Article 22 (1) of the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. 
 A GI is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and possess 

qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. 
 India has enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) 

Act, 
 1999.  
 Darjeeling tea is the first GI tagged product in India. 

 
3. Unesco creative cities network (uccn): 
 UNESCO has designated Mumbai as a member of UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) in 

the field of FILM and Hyderabad in the field of GASTRONOMY. 
 UCCN, created in 2004, is a network of cities which are thriving, active centres of cultural 

activities in their respective countries. 
 The 7 categories for recognition under UCCN are:  

1. Crafts and Folk Arts, 2. Design, 3. Film, 4. Gastronomy, 5. Music, 6. Media Arts and 7. 
Literature. 



 Previously, 3 Indian cities were recognized as members of UCCN, namely (1) Jaipur, (2) 
Varanasi and (3) Chennai. 
 

4. Biodiversity coldspot: 
 Biodiversity coldspot is a region that does not have as high species richness as found in 

biological hotspots. 
 It is important to conserve them, as they may be the only location where a rare species is 

found. 
 

5. Biodiversity Hotspots in India: 
India shares its territories into three biodiversity hotspots viz. 
1) Eastern Himalaya. 
2) Western Ghats & Srilanka 
3) Indo-Burma. 
4) Sunda land 

 
6. "Biodiversity Hope Spot": 
 A hope spot is an area of ocean that is under special protection because of its wildlife and 

significant under water habitat. 
 They are places where human activities and impacts will be minimized. 
 Dr. Earle named these areas Hope Spots because they represent a real hope to restore the 

health of our imperiled ocean. 
 During the 3rd International Marine Protected Areas Congress (IMPAC3), the Mission 

Blue and IUCN have launched 31 new Mission Blue Hope Spots Marine Protected Areas 
across the globe. 

 Mission Blue is an initiative of the Sylvia Earle Alliance to ignite public support for the 
protection of Hope Spots  

 Andamans, Lakshwadeep declared ‘hope spots’ by IUCN. 
 

7. Gogabeel 
 Gogabeel, an ox-bow lake which was introduced in the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment 

Act of 2002.  
 Gogabeel is formed from the flow of the rivers Mahananda and Kankhar in the north and 

the Ganga in the south and east.  
 It is the fifteenth Protected Area (PA) in Bihar.  
 In 2004, Gogabeel, including the neighbouring Baghar Beel and Baldia Chaur, were given the 

status of an IBA (Important Bird Area of India) by the Indian Bird Conservation 
Network (IBCN). 
 

8. Rydberg polaron: 
 It is an exotic state of matter, created at low temperatures, in which a very large 

atom contains other ordinary atoms in the space between the nucleus and the 
electrons.  

 For the formation of this atom, scientists had to combine two fields of atomic 
physics: Bose-Einstein condensates and Rydberg atoms.  

 Rydberg atoms are formed by exciting a single atom into a high-energy state, in 
which the electron is very far from the nucleus.  

 Bose-Einstein condensates are a state of matter that is produced at temperatures 
close to absolute zero. 

 
9. Biodiversity Heritage Sites: 
 Under Section 37 of Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (BDA) the State Government in 

consultation with local bodies may notify in the official gazette, areas of biodiversity 
importance as Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS). 



 “Biodiversity Heritage Sites” (BHS) are well defined areas that are unique, ecologically 
fragile ecosystems – terrestrial, coastal and inland waters and, marine having rich 
biodiversity comprising of any one or more of the following components: 

 Richness of wild as well as domesticated species or intra-specific categories 
 High endemism 
 Presence of rare and threatened species 
 Keystone species 
 Species of evolutionary significance 
 Wild ancestors of domestic/cultivated species or their varieties 
 Past pre-eminence of biological components represented by fossil beds and 
 Having significant cultural, ethical or aesthetic values and are important for the 

maintenance of cultural diversity. 
 

10. Adaptation for Smallholder Agriculture Programme (ASAP) 
 The fund is administered by IFAD (International Fund For Agricultural Development). 

Objectives:  
1. To channel climate and environmental finance to smallholder farmers,  
2. Improving land management and climate resilient agricultural practices and 

technologies; 
3. Increasing human capacity to manage short- and long-term climate risks and reduce 

losses from weather-related disasters; 
4. Making rural infrastructure climate-resilient. 
 

11. TERAHERTZ imaging: 
 This exists between the microwave and infrared wavelengths.  
 Has recently attracted attention for its ability to “see through” everyday objects.  
 Among other things, it has been used to detect defects in space shuttle panels and 

uncover the material composition and substructure of paintings and murals. 
Think 
 The Galactic/Extragalactic ULDB Spectroscopic Terahertz Observatory (GUSTO) is NASA's 

mission. 
 

12. CO2 injection technology 
o CO2 gas is injected with residual oil in the ageing field in which total oil production has 

been declining.  
o It reduces its viscosity and makes it easier to displace oil from the rock pores.  
o CO2 gas also swells oil, thereby pushing it towards the producing well for extraction. 
o CO2-EOR projects resemble a closed-loop system where the CO2 is injected, produces 

oil, is stored in the formation, or is recycled back into the injection well.  
# Casestudy 
i. While the technology is a proven concept in the West specially the US and Canada.  

ii. ONGC’s project would be the first large scale CO2-injected project in Asia.                                                                                 
iii. ONGC is planning to introduce CO2 injection technology in its Gandhar oil field in 

Gujarat. Extra 20 million barrels of crude oil under enhanced oil recovery (EOR) 
programme, improve India’s energy security. 
 

13. 'Maharaja' bond: 
 The International Finance Corporation (IFC), a World Bank-backed development 

institution, has sold the first tranche of its 'Maharaja' bond, a rupee-denominated 
onshore debt instrument. 

a. Masala bond- offshore. 
b. Mharaja bond –onshore. 

 
14. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

 IPCC is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change.  



 It was established in 1988 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO).  

 It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 Currently 195 countries are its members.  
 It comprises a group of several hundred scientists of different nationality who assess 

climate change science.  
 Every 5 or 6 years, IPCC comes out with comprehensive periodic reports on Climate 

Change called Assessment Reports (AR). 
 Functions: IPCC neither monitors climate related parameters or data nor does it 

conduct any research work.  
 

15. IPBES 
 The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

is an intergovernmental organization established to improve the interface between science 
and policy on issues of biodiversity and ecosystem services.  
o Headquarters location: Bonn, Germany 
o Founded: 21 April 2012 
o Type of business: Platform 
o Founders: United Nations Environment Programme, Food and Agriculture Organization 

 
16. Debt Transparency? 

 Idea of transparency is making sure that, all the data are out there. 
 The creditors themselves can see how much you can afford to borrow. 
 The population and civil society organizations can see the type of debt you are getting. 
 Good for the country because you are going to get better terms. 

 
17. "Suvas" 

a. The registry of the Supreme Court launched SUVAS (Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad 
Software). 

b. Software trained by Artificial Intelligence, especially designed for Judicial Domain and 
can translate English Judicial documents, including Orders and Judgments, into nine 
vernacular languages. 

c. Artificial intelligence powered law focused translation engine will aid timely and 
quality translation and thereby can help improve the efficiency of the judicial delivery 
system. 

d. Reduce pendency, expedite judicial adjudication and create more time for judges to 
resolve complex cases.  

Also Know 
Nyaya Mitra Scheme? 
 

18. Types of Asteroid: 
 NASA has classified asteroids based on their composition. 

1. C-type (chondrite): such asteroids are made up of clay and silicate rocks 
2. S-types (stony): these are composed of silicate materials and nickel-iron 
3. M-types (metallic): such asteroids have a metallic composition. 
 

 Some asteroids go in front of and behind Jupiter. They are called Trojans. 
 Asteroids that come close to Earth are called Near Earth Objects, NEOs for  short.  
 NASA keeps close watch on these asteroids. 

 
19. Escape Clause in the FRBM Act 

 Escape clause refers to the situation under which the central government can flexibly 
follow fiscal deficit target during special circumstances.  

 This terminology was innovated by the NK Singh Committee on FRBM. 



 The government has utilised 'escape clause' under the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 
Management (FRBM) Act which provides it leeway for relaxation of fiscal deficit 
roadmap during time of stress. 

 "Section 4 (2) of the FRBM Act provides for a trigger mechanism for a deviation from the 
estimated fiscal deficit on account of structural reforms in the economy with 
unanticipated fiscal implications.  

 Therefore taken a deviation of 0.5 percent, consistent with Section 4(3) of FRBM Act, both 
for RE 2019-20 and BE 2020-21," 

 The government raised fiscal deficit target to 3.8 percent of the GDP from 3.3 percent 
pegged earlier for 2019-20 due to revenue shortage. 

 
20. TB Harega Desh Jeetega” campaign  

 Aim: To end Tuberculosis by 2025. 
Earlier efforts 
 In April 2018, the government launched the Nikshay Poshan Yojana, a direct benefit 

transfer (DBT) scheme to provide nutritional support to TB patients. Under the scheme,  
 TB patients have been receiving Rs. 500 per month for the entire duration of treatment.  
 India accounts for 27% of the global TB burden: WHO report 

Moscow declaration 
 Moscow declaration: WHO seeks co-ordinated action on TB, end of HIV co-infection 

deaths by 2020 
What is Tuberculosis? 
 Tuberculosis (TB) is contagious and airborne. 
 It is caused by the bacillus Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which is spread when people 

who are sick with TB expel bacteria into the air; for example, by coughing. 
 It typically affects the lungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect other sites 

(extrapulmonary TB). 
 

21. Investment Clearance Cell 
 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) plans to set up an 

investment clearance cell for applying for licences and incentives given by both central 
and state governments. 

 The government will set up a pan-India single-window clearance system for 
entrepreneurs to provide pre-investment advisory and information related to land banks 
besides facilitating clearances as it eyes higher investments and ease of doing business in 
India.  

 An Investment Clearance Cell will be set up to provide  “end to end” facilitation. 
 Cell will work through a portal. 

 
22. RoDTEP Scheme – Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product (RoDTEP) 

 The Government of India (GoI) has introduced Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export 
Product (RoDTEP) scheme to replace the existing Merchandise Exports from India 
Scheme (MEIS) and create a fully automated route for Input Tax Credit (ITC) in the 
GST to help increase the exports in India. 

 The RoDTEP scheme will be monitored by the Ministry of Finance (MoF) and comes 
into effect from January 1, 2020. 

The following were the other announcements covered on RoDTEP: 
 The MEIS scheme will be applicable only until Procedure for December 31, 2019, 

replacing with RoDTEP 
 Create a fully automated procedure for ITC in GST to avoid double taxation 
 Privileged Textile and other export sectors that are applicable for an incentive of up to 2% 

of MIES shall be replaced with RoDTEP scheme 
 MoF has allocated a budget of Rs.1,700 crore to provide higher insurance cover through 

Export Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC), to increase the lending opportunities from 
banks. 



 
23. Social Stock Exchange (SSE) 

 It is an electronic fundraising platform that allows investors to buy shares in a social 
enterprise that has been vetted by the exchange. 

 Social enterprises, volunteer groups and welfare organisations will be listed on this 
platform so that they can raise capital. 

 It will act as crowd-sourcing platforms for fundraising by non-profit entities aimed at 
impact investment and transparency. 

 Social stock exchange (SSE) under the regulatory ambit of the Securities Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) to support social enterprises and non-profits in raising funds. 

 
24. What is provisioning coverage ratio? 

 In banking lexicon, provisioning means to set aside or provide some funds to cover up 
losses if things go wrong and some of their loans turn into bad assets. 

 Earlier there was a bench mark Provisioning Coverage Ratio (PCR) of 70 percent of 
gross NPAs was prescribed by RBI, as a macro-prudential measure.  

 Though, there is no such prescription now, it is good for the banks to go for higher PCR 
when they are making good profits, as building up ‘provisioning buffer’ is useful when 
non-performing assets (NPA) of a bank rise at a faster clip 

Slippage Ratio:  
 The slippage ratio is the rate at which good loans are turning bad; the credit cost is the 

amount a bank expects to lose due to credit risks . 
Gross Non-Performing Assets (GNPA): 
 Gross NPA is the summation of all loan assets that are classified as NPA as per RBI 

guidelines. When the NPA occurs, it is not just an interest income loss to the bank, but a 
principal loss as well.  

 for example:  if a bank has lent Rs.100 Crores to a company with an outstanding loan 
amount of 80 Crores, then the bank would lose these 80 Crores along with the future 
interest payments as well when the company does not repay back. 

Gross NPA Ratio:  
 It is the ratio of total gross NPA to total advances (loans) of the bank. 
 Formula: Net non-performing assets = Gross NPAs – Provisions. 

 
25. Capital conservation buffer (CCB) 

Why in news ? 
 The Reserve Bank of India on Thursday deferred the implementation of the last tranche of 

Capital Conservation Buffer (CCB) by a year, a move that would leave about estimated Rs 
37,000 crore capital in the hands of banks.  

 Accordingly, minimum capital conservation ratios of 2.5 per cent would be applicable 
from on March 31, 2020. Currently, the CCB of banks stands at 1.875 per cent of the core 
capital. 

What is Capital conservation buffer (CCB): 
 CCB is a relatively new concept, introduced under the international Basel III norms. 
 The concept says that during good times, banks must build up a capital buffer that can be 

drawn from when there is stress. 
 In simple terms, this is savings for the future as this capital can be drawn when a bank 

is incurring losses. 
 Since it is a buffer, or extra capital, banks’ minimum capital is not violated. 
 It was introduced after the 2008 global financial crisis to improve the ability of banks to 

withstand adverse economic conditions. 
 

26. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) 
What is it ? 
 When a bank is liquidated, depositors are entitled to receive an insurance amount of Rs. 1 

lakh per individual from the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation of India 
(DICGC).  



 The DICGC is a wholly owned subsidiary of the RBI. The Rs.1 lakh insurance limit 
includes both principal and interest dues across your savings bank accounts, current 
accounts, fixed deposits and recurring deposits held with the bank. 

 
What so far. 
 IN DECEMBER 28, 2019  DICGC proposes raising cover from the current Rs.1 lakh to Rs.3 

lakh-Rs.5 lakh 
Related committee: 
 Damodaran committee (Committee on Customer Service in Banks, constituted under 

chairmanship of former SEBI chairman M. Damodaran) in its recommendation to RBI 
asked to increase DICGC limit to 5 lakh rupees. 

Whats in Union budget 2019-2020 
 Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) permitted to increase 

Deposit Insurance Coverage to Rs. 5 lakh from Rs.1 lakh per depositor.  
 

27. Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme 
 The Union Budget has proposed “Vivad Se Vishwas’ Scheme (No dispute but trust) 

which aims at reducing litigations in the direct taxes payments. 
 Taxpayers in whose cases appeals are pending at any level can benefit from this scheme 
 Under the proposed Vivad Se Vishwas’ scheme,  taxpayer would be required to pay only 

the amount of the disputed taxes and will get complete waiver of interest and penalty 
provided he pays by 31st March, 2020.  

 Those who avail this scheme after 31st March, 2020 will have to pay some additional 
amount. The scheme will remain open till 30th June, 2020. 

Need of such scheme: 
 There are 4,83,000 direct tax cases pending in various appellate forums i.e. Commissioner 

(Appeals), ITATs, High Courts and the Supreme Court 
Last year’s performance  
 In last budget Sabka Vishwas Scheme was brought in to reduce litigation in indirect taxes. 

It resulted in settling over 1,89,000 cases. 
 

28. The Gini coefficient : 
 Is a measure of statistical dispersion intended to represent the income or wealth 

distribution of a nation's residents, and is the most commonly used measurement of 
inequality. 

 A Gini coefficient of zero expresses perfect equality, where all values are the same (for 
example, where everyone has the same income).  

 A Gini coefficient of 1 (or 100%) expresses maximal inequality among values (e.g., for 
a large number of people, where only one person has all the income or consumption, and 
all others have none, the Gini coefficient will be very nearly one). 

 
29. Lorenz curve  

 In economics, the Lorenz curve is a graphical representation of the distribution of 
income or of wealth.  

 It was developed by Max O. Lorenz in 1905 for representing inequality of the wealth 
distribution. 

 The concept is useful in describing inequality among the size of individuals in ecology and 
in studies of biodiversity, where the cumulative proportion of species is plotted against 
the cumulative proportion of individuals 

 
30. Kuznets curve  

 In economics, a Kuznets curve graphs the hypothesis that as an economy develops, 
market forces first increase and then decrease economic inequality.  

 The hypothesis was first advanced by economist Simon Kuznets in the 1950s and '60s. 
 
 



31. Phillips curve 
 The Phillips curve is a single-equation empirical model, named after William Phillips, 

describing a historical inverse relationship between rates of unemployment and 
corresponding rates of rises in wages that result within an economy.  

 Stated simply, decreased unemployment, (i.e., increased levels of employment) in an 
economy will correlate with higher rates of wage rises. 

 Phillips did not himself state there was any relationship between employment and 
inflation, although this notion was subsequently made popular by Milton Friedman from 
1967. 

 
32. Palma ratio  

 The Palma ratio is a measure of inequality.  
 It is the ratio of the richest 10% of the population's share of gross national income (GNI) 

divided by the poorest 40%'s share.  
 It measures inequality similar to Gini cooefficient. 

 
33. Laffer Curve     

 The Laffer Curve is a theory developed by supply-side economist Arthur Laffer to show 
the relationship between tax rates and the amount of tax revenue collected by 
governments.  

 The curve is used to illustrate Laffer's main premise that the more an activity — such as 
production — is taxed, the less of it is generated 

 
34. ‘Diazotrophs' 

 ‘Diazotrophs’ are bacteria and archaea (single celled organisms) that fix atmospheric 
nitrogen gas into a more usable form such as ‘ammonia’.  

 A diazotroph is a microorganism that is able to grow without external sources of fixed 
nitrogen.  

 Diazotrophs can be divided into two types: 
A)  Free living diazotrophs:  
 a)  Cyanobacteria : Eg.- Anabaena cylindrica and  Nostoc commune. 
 b) Anaerobes: Example - Clostridium. 
B)  Symbiotic diazotrophs: 
 a) Rhizobia—these are the species that associate with legumes 
 b)  Frankias—much less is known about these 'actinorhizal' nitrog fixers. 
 c) Association with animals – Shipworms 

 
35. IMMUVAC, VPM1002 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) launched India’s first large-scale trial for 
two new tuberculosis (TB) vaccines named IMMUVAC and VPM1002. 

 Immuvac: It is also known as mycobacterium indicus pranii (MIP), manufactured by  
Cadila Pharmaceuticals (Indian),   

 VPM1002: It is manufactured by Serum Institute of India. 
 

36. Escape Clause in the FRBM Act 
 Escape clause refers to the situation under which the central government can flexibly 

follow fiscal deficit target during special circumstances. 
 This terminology was innovated by the NK Singh Committee on FRBM. 
 The government has utilised 'escape clause' under the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management (FRBM) Act which provides it leeway for relaxation of fiscal deficit 
roadmap during time of stress. 

 "Section 4 (2) of the FRBM Act provides for a trigger mechanism for a deviation from the 
estimated fiscal deficit on account of structural reforms in the economy with 
unanticipated fiscal implications. 

 The government raised fiscal deficit target to 3.8 percent of the GDP from 3.3 percent 
pegged earlier for 2019-20 due to revenue shortage. 



 

37. Indian economic census 
Context  
The 7th Economic Census -2019 is being conducted by MoSPI to provide disaggregated 
information on various operational and structural aspects of all establishments in the country. 
Implementing agency  
MoSPI has partnered with Common Service Centres, CSC e-Governance Services India Limited, 
a Special Purpose Vehicle under the MEITY as the implementing agency. 
Everything about Indian economic census 
 Indian economic census is the census of the Indian economy through counting all 

entrepreneurial units in the country which involved in any economic activities of either 
agricultural or non-agricultural sector which engaged in production and/or distribution 
of goods and/or services not for the sole purpose of own consumption. 

 The economic census provides detailed information on operational and other 
characteristics such as number of establishments, number of persons employed, 
source of finance, type of ownership etc.  

 These information used for micro level/ decentralized planning and to assess 
contribution of various sectors of the economy in the gross domestic product (GDP). 

 In 1976, Government of India launched a plan scheme called Economic Census and Surveys.  
 

 

        Consumer Expenditure Survey 
 Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

 The CES is traditionally a quinquennial (recurring every five years) survey 

conducted by the government’s National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) that is 

designed to collect information on the consumption spending patterns of 

households across the country, both urban and rural.  

 The data gathered in this exercise reveals the average expenditure on goods (food 

and non-food) and services and helps generate estimates of household Monthly 

Per Capita Consumer Expenditure (MPCE) as well as the distribution of 

households and persons over the MPCE classes. 
 
       Livestock Census 
       Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying releases 20th Livestock Census; Total 

Livestock population increases 4.6% over Census-2012, Increases to 535.78 million 
       key results of the Census: 

 
 Total Livestock population is 535.78 million- an increase of 4.6% over Livestock 

Census-2012. 
 Total Bovine population (Cattle, Buffalo, Mithun and Yak)- 302.79 Million in 2019- 

an increase of about 1% over the previous census. 
 A decline of 6 % in the total Indigenous/ Non-descript cattle population over the 

previous census. 
 

About livestock census: 
•       Conducted periodically since 1919-20. 
•        Covers all domesticated animals and its headcounts. 

 
 



 
38. A Farmer Connect Portal  

 A Farmer Connect Portal has been set up by APEDA on its website for providing a 
platform for Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) and Farmer Producer Companies 
(FPCs) to interact with exporters. 

 
 The Agri Export Policy was announced last year with an objective of doubling the export 

and ensuring doubling of farmers’ income. In order to achieve this objective, Agricultural 
and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) has been 
adopting a focused approach for ensuring greater involvement of the State governments 
for effective implementation of Agri Export Policy (AEP). 

 
 
        Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell (DEMIC)  

 Set up at the Department of Agribusiness Management, has been disseminating 
timely current and future prices of commodities to farmers, traders and government 
agencies. 

 The cell offers price forecasts for kharif season — paddy, maize, jowar, cotton, 
chillies, groundnut, sunflower, green gram, black gram, red gram (tur/arhar) and 
onion — and for rabi — paddy, maize, jowar, groundnut, sunflower, green gram, 
black gram and onion. For arecanut, forecasts are done once every three months.  

 DEMIC was set up by the Indian Council of Agriculture under the National 
Agriculture Innovation Project to aid and support poverty alleviation and income 
generation by research in partnership with farmers’ groups and the private sector. 

  
       Cobweb phenomenon. 

 After the prices of a particular agricultural commodity shoot through the roof during 
a season of scarcity, farmers resort to boosting the production on the premise of the 
pre-existing demand and prices, leading to a problem of plenty. 

 Cobweb phenomenon: how an abundant crop ruins farmers. 
 

 
39. Project REPLAN (REducing PLastic in Nature): 

 Launched by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 
  It aims to make carry bags by mixing processed and treated plastic waste with cotton 

fibre rags in the ratio 20:80. 
 The made paper is found to have good strength and durability. 
 It can be used to make paper bags, fine tissues and other paper-based items. 

 
40. Build for Digital India’ programme. 

 Initiative by Ministry of electronics and information technology (Meity) and Google. 
 The programme will give engineering students a platform to develop market-ready, 

technology-based solutions that address key social problems. 
 Applicants will take part in online and offline learning opportunities on key 

technologies such as machine learning, cloud and android. 
 These will be offered through Google’s Developer Student Club network and other Google 

Developer networks. 
 Google will also offer mentorship sessions in product design, strategy and technology to 

the most promising products and prototypes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
41. Future Skills initiative - Future Skills PRIME (Programme for Reskilling/ Up-skilling of 

IT Manpower for Employability). 
 Jointly rolled out by Ministry of Electronics and IT along with NASSCOM, it will offer 

diagnostics for learner preference and skill gaps leading to identification of relevant 
courses. 

 It will help in building digital fluencies in emerging technologies, online upskilling in 
identified skill competencies, blended programmes with online and classroom trainings. 

 In addition to these each learner will get a Skills Passport where competencies acquired 
by the learner will get accumulated. 

 Skills Wallet  will be provided where he/she will have the opportunity to get upto Rs. 
12,000 from the Government of India as an incentive upon certification. 

 Apart from industry, the existing infrastructure of CDAC and NIELIT centers will also be 
leveraged as resource centres in hub and spoke model. 
The data centres for this digital platform will be kept in India. 

 
42. Investment Clearance Cell 

 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) plans to set 
up an investment clearance cell for applying for licences and incentives given by both 
central and state governments. 

 The government will set up a pan-India single-window clearance system for 
entrepreneurs to provide pre-investment advisory and information related to land banks 
besides facilitating clearances as it eyes higher investments and ease of doing business in 
India. 

 An Investment Clearance Cell will be set up to provide “end to end” facilitation. 
 Cell will work through a portal. 

 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 

 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is a central 
government department under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

 DPIIT is responsible for the overall industrial policy.  
 It is also responsible for facilitating and increasing the foreign direct investment (FDI) 

flows to the country. 
 Erstwhile Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion was renamed 

to Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) after internal 
trade was added to its mandate 

 The department has created an online portal called the India Investment Grid (IIG), an 
interactive investment portal providing details of sectors, states and projects in which 
domestic and foreign investors may sink in capital in association with Invest 
India, India's national investment and facilitation agency 

 The department is the nodal body for the Start-up India initiative 
 The department is currently framing the e-commerce policy, a set of rules aimed at 

streamlining and regulating the digital business ecosystem 
 DPIIT is also responsible for intellectual property rights relating to patents, 

designs, trademarks, and Geographical indication of goods and oversees the initiative 
relating to their promotion and protection 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
43. Leverage Ratio 

 The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS)  introduced the concept of a 
leverage ratio in the 2010 Basel III package of reforms to indicate the level of debt 
incurred by banks. 

 The leverage ratio is the proportion of debts that a bank has compared to its equity/capita 
 Higher leverage ratio can decrease the profitability of banks because it means banks can 

do less profitable lending. 
 However, increasing the leverage ratio means that banks have more capital reserves and 

can more easily survive a financial crisis. 
 Governments are keen to increase the leverage ratio because it makes it less likely 

governments will have to bail them out. 
 

44. Prompt Corrective action 
 To ensure that banks don't fail, RBI has put in place some trigger points to assess, 

monitor, control and take corrective actions on banks which are weak and troubled.  
 RBI has set trigger points on the basis of CRAR, NPA and return on assets (ROA). Based on 

each trigger point, the banks have to follow a mandatory action plan. 
 Apart from this, the RBI has discretionary plans too. 

 
45. Provision Coverage Ratio 

 The key ratio in analyzing asset quality of the bank is between the total provision 
balances of the bank as on a particular date to gross NPAs.  

 It is a measure that indicates the extent to which the bank has provided for the weaker 
part of its loan portfolio.  

 A high ratio suggests that further provisions to be made by the bank in the coming years 
would be relatively low as the provision coverage is high(if gross non-performing assets 
do not rise at a faster rate). 

Formula: 
Net non-performing assets = Gross NPAs – Provisions. 
Gross NPA Ratio  
 It is the ratio of total gross NPA to total advances (loans) of the bank. 
 Net NPA to Advances (loans) Ratio is the ratio of Net NPA to advances. It is used as a 

measure of the overall quality of the bank’s loan book. 
 
46. Debenture Redemption Reserve (DRR) 

Context  

 One of the recent measures taken by the government to boost the fear-ridden bond 

market was the decision to do away with the requirement for all listed companies, non-

banking financial companies (NBFC) and housing finance companies (HFCs) to create a 

Debenture Redemption Reserve (DRR) for their outstanding bonds.  

 The move, the Centre said, would improve ease of doing business and deepen the bond 

markets. But it may not bode well for investors. 

What is it? 

 Non-convertible debentures (NCDs) are debt instruments that companies issue to 

investors to raise money for their capital requirements.  

 In order to protect the interests of retail investors in such cases, the Companies Act 

mandated that companies must maintain a redemption reserve.  



 As per the Companies (Share Capital and Debentures) Rules 2014, all listed companies, 

NBFCs, HFCs and unlisted companies were to create a DRR with 25 per cent of the 

value of outstanding debentures from their profits. For example, if a company’s 

outstanding value of debentures was ₹1 crore, it was to create a DRR of ₹25 lakh. 

 In addition, companies/NBFCs/HFCs also had to deposit 15 per cent of the amount due 

on debentures in the next fiscal with scheduled banks or invest it in specified government 

securities, on or before April 30 of each year. The amount invested could only be used to 

repay outstanding debentures. 

 
47. Partial credit guarantee scheme for PSBs to purchase financially sound NBFC assets 

 Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme that allows public sector banks (PSBs) to purchase high-
rated pooled assets from financially sound NBFCs and HFCs.  

 The amount of overall guarantee has been limited to first loss of up to 10 per cent of 
fair value of assets being purchased by the banks under the scheme, or Rs 10,000 crore, 
whichever is lower, as agreed by department of economic affairs (DEA). 

 The proposed government guarantee scheme will help non-banking financial companies 
(NBFCs) and housing finance companies (HFCs) to resolve their temporary liquidity 
and enable them to continue contributing to credit creation or cash flow mismatch 
issues, and providing last mile lending to borrowers, thereby spurring economic growth. 

 In the Union Budget 2019-20, the government had announced that for purchase of high-
rated pooled assets of NBFCs, amounting to a total of Rs 1 lakh crore during the current 
financial year, government will provide one time six months' partial credit guarantee to 
PSBs for first loss up to 10 per cent. 

 
 
 
 


